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SUMMARY

A major characteristic of the human being as compared to other animals is that, unlike the latter, he possesses a culture and has the ability to adapt and develop it according to changing times and realities. It is said, and truly so, that culture constitutes the very soul of a given human community. It encompasses, among other things, the social organisation of the community concerned. Social organisation, which is another expression for Governance, is closely related to the political system of a given human group. In the same light, culture by definition is intricately linked to religion. It develops from the set of values supporting the self-image of the group as well as its relations with the natural universe. 

Any politico-administrative system emanating from a given culture should therefore reflect some, if not most, of these values if the group concerned is to identify with it. When this happens, one can talk of “Democracy” or “the Government of the People” which is, indeed, a Social Contract. In order to come up with a democratic system of Governance acceptable to a given group of people therefore, it becomes necessary to understand their customary beliefs and value references.

Today, many developing nations in general, and Sub-Saharan African nations in particular, are identified with political instability and poor Governance characterised by embezzlement, corruption and nepotism with the attendant consequences of economic stagnation or even regression and the abject poverty of their citizens. The root cause of this situation, we believe, may be found in the reality that most of these nations are governed according to politico-administrative models imposed on them by their former Colonial Masters. The said models, which were developed from the cultural value references proper to the colonial powers, do not reflect the self-image of the people concerned. Consequently, the latter do not identify with the former, considered as alien Institutions designed for their exploitation and which should be exploited in turn with the slightest opportunity. Unfortunately, subsequent post-independence regimes simply inherited the said Institutions without any attempt at adaptation. In the eyes of the masses, therefore, nothing has changed.

In order to redress this situation, we believe it imperative to adapt the said politico-administrative Institutions to the traditional Institutions which existed prior to colonisation, and which are still in force in the various ethnic administrative set-ups. Measures towards this end had been taken in the former West Cameroon with the creation of the House of Chiefs. The experience, which is quite interesting, could be emulated and improved upon. Concurrently, it shall be necessary to carry out research aimed at identifying the positive aspects of the ancestral cultures on the one hand, and the common values inherent to all human cultures on the other hand, with a view to adapting the ones to the others. Such research, currently initiated by the African School of Ethics (a Cameroonian-based Pan-African Institution), inevitably calls for an objective undertaking of intercultural learning. 

Expected results shall include the discovery and valorisation of hitherto concealed human values proper to some cultures on the one hand, and the setting up of politico-administrative systems with which the various nations shall identify on the other hand. This shall lead, not only to the revalorisation of the entire cultural heritage of Mankind which is complementary in its diversity, but also to the consolidation of accepted Democratic principles world wide, thereby ensuring harmonious and balanced development all over the world to the advantage of all and sundry, considering the current situation of interdependence generated by the New Technologies of Information and Communication within the context of Globalisation.  
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